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December 2013 saw Holcim working with us to
help control erica in the Ambers Gully project
site, Black Hill Conservation Park.



Special thanks to Graham for refreshing the
display at the Wildflower Garden in March
this year.



30 May 2013 — controlled burns were at the
forefront of our minds again.

| couldn’t let the AGM pass this year without
making some reference to the prescribed
burn regime. Even within the friends group,
there is a variety of attitudes towards the
iIssues around controlled burns. This is a
reflection of what a complex issue it is, and
the uncertainties of the best ways forward
with our stewardship of the natural world.

The desire to protect and maintain the
environment around us is understandable
and becoming more and more critical as it
squares up against the myriad of threats:

habitat fragmentation, species loss, feral pest
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2 June 2013, planting day at Morialta. Special
thanks to the Climbing Club of SA, the
Athelstone Kiwanis Coral Marsden, our
liaison ranger at the time and Liz and Garth.



30 June 2013, more work on the Erica at
Ambers Gully in Black Hill Conservation Park



13 July, special working bee attacking Erica
and Boneseed at the Ghost Tree Gully site in
Black Hill Conservation Park. Special thanks
to Reg Clark for organising this and being
patient with all the reschedules!



It rained! Such a difference to the parks, and of
course the weeds!



8 September we participated in another Major
Day Out event. We are really seeing the
progress being made in the 4" Creek project
site now as the nasturtiums are being
pushed back down the creek towards the
entrance.



In September, we found an orchid, not on our
plant list, Microtis nashii, but it seems that
more work needs to be done in resolving
these orchids at a species level.
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The attack on Chinckerinchee in Horsnell Gully
CP is showing signs of progress. Thanks to
the great work of all those involved including
the scouts.

11



Pylon Track project site continues to be a
special and wondrous place to visit and work
in.

While these are vine moths, | still had to add
them to the presentation, as they were part
of the experience of the day!
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The Australian hollyhock the friends planted in
the 4t Creek project site is flowering for the
first time.
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Coming up will no doubt see a lot more effort
and results in our project sites, tension and
anxiety about next years burns in the parks.
Issues around health and safety legislation,
challenges about land been added or
removed from the Parks.

Then there is the issue of funding or DEWNR
and where the environment sits on the
political agenda. With State elections coming
up, we all have an opportunity to ask our
local members where they stand on these
iIssues and what they are proposing to do
should they be elected. But we need to thank
and acknowledge David Paton for raising the
iIssue in the media, to try to get this on the
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And hopefully we can find enjoyment and
satisfaction along the way!

Merry Christmas everyone and thank you on
behalf of the committee to everyone who has
supported the work of the Friends this yeatr,
especially our long suffering liaison rangers,
Coral Marsden and Tammy Leggett who get
so much of the frustration of the committee
poured out on them but also and no less
significantly, our friends in ARPA, the
Climbing Club of SA, the Lions Club, and the
Athelstone Kiwanis.

| shall not be standing for re-election as
president this year. | have been doing it for 8
years and it is time for some new blood in
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